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Abstract

This paper concludes Volume 0 by asking the prior normative question: what do we actually want from

computation?

Once computational systems can generate worlds, assign permissions, shape action, induce
intentions, and create persistent digital entities, technical capability can no longer determine

legitimacy.

The paper proposes a structure of computational purpose:
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where goals, value orderings, non-goals, inviolable boundaries, resources, affected parties, historical

commitments, and non-delegable or unresolved choices must all be represented.

The paper argues that value boundaries must precede optimization:
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It distinguishes instrumental, structural, institutional, generative, and civilizational purposes. It

introduces non-delegable choices, successor subjects, world-choice rights, and a governance

framework based on declaration, boundary protection, visibility of affected parties, reversibility,

contestability, and future reopening.

Keywords: computational purpose, value boundaries, world choice, non-delegable choice,

governance, digital rights
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computational_purpose:
purpose_id: "public-benefit-system-v2"
goals:
- "deliver support quickly"
- "reduce administrative burden"
values:
- "fairness"
- "dignity"
- "accuracy"
- "procedural justice"
non_goals:
- "maximize rejection rate"
- "replace all human judgment"
boundaries:
-"no irreversible denial without appeal"
- "no use of unrelated private data"
affected_parties:
direct:
- "applicants"
indirect:
- "household members"
- "local communities"
future:
- "new applicants under future policy versions"
non_delegable_choices:
- "acceptance of settlement"
- "withdrawal of appeal"

resources:
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compute_budget: "bounded"
human_review_capacity: "required"
governance:
reversible_by_default: true
appeal_available: true
purpose_review_cycle: "6 months"
future_reopening: true
non_delegable_choice_check:
action: "approve irreversible medical procedure"
identity_forming: true
irreversible: true
consent_required: true
future_information_material: true
agent_role:
may_inform: true
may_simulate: true
may_recommend: conditional
may_execute_without_subject: false
final_decision:
reserved_for: "subject-or-lawful-emergency-process"
world_choice_rights:
know_rules: true
know_rule_authority: true
request_evidence: true
contest_decision: true
revoke_nonessential_coupling: true
export_identity: true
export_history: true
migrate_when_possible: true
participate_in_major_changes: true
preserve_non_delegable_choices: true

future_reopening: true
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